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A Line o' Cheer Each Day o' the Year.

By JOHN KENDRICK BANGS.

F!rs' ;:ntinc of an original poem. written daily
I The Washir.gton IHeralri.

THE PF.SSIMIST.
If you wh:o look ;r aglines

Amid the cerms where dwll tle graces
r ! ie t-.rn : abo t and (I 1reisi

For b't 5 in li t quali! place,
Youl" ! a !-t of t' -n7 s a fair

And a he tak. a ba! i.r view
i b as t ea rt tA habo y

. R .. te. he ight remain in Texas

UL e- no rre ry - a -r ir ,nd o wert

'ra it watches n it 'o loTnr

'rt I w." trirt in peace and la-i
n .!-o eIl ca-Ipain 1-anager1s.

- I1 'C -..alr r- lC- ier

C ! to Pre , \'illa," -eads o

* otanvist,. apparently.

C Coat,' reads a headline. A
le _r" tryirg to izet Sail coat

u rd a it orv albnut an aviatot
-0 re it ~ tIl tI t timic we art

Con I i. a -ar Lalnrl

- . th present high prices foi
re-, I , ,. V. Ir "'-
H[, .t :Out 7rnt foi

r ' a111 from the hod to the :: ach
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itre of Bth \Nrtl, Bnrner
uch helped by the war, savs a supple

menta! c-rn merce -erort. which, however, fails t(
uL t. .1 :tch i'.

A ' Loui rastor lost his auto, and when i
u --ioer th e tonneaiu wNx occupiet

l-,e'. That seems reasonahl

'--r - bret ha the srace he
h are' ta Peep the

u. -< T. e0..- n~ I 1e propula:

-h :r :it,-t ~o of talkini
n e !st. Buit womne1

h an If 2~a

- ntlier means to ki :

--i at t with a goldre1
burned I o wn prolpert:

-n n C n to ri-oi

_Tt rta

- nd n ' Se c ae
t e lrit''r Stati giserr

- C ' a Am .\. eve-v toiri-
Department

r i in o oi the grea
by the A-erica
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- eno. "'-CC had thebrt o f paper protecte

greedy -'.old-be chteck raiser hv tht
'1v 21' I n itters perforaiting t!i

- ,t ' e- Si xroon. on Even :n' thtese day
.000() consiu-d a~ shtoe-trin'g- iti

- - t iof a'v ha. vinga u-.fficier
.. nduceJC 'n toi rk the- uxath of th

0 $ tO,o00,000 cec'k. :\nd! it

c ' .: r' i, per nrde r.

n wt N Waerlo.r aitt

t n u~ret tprn the trd

r....... o..0 the Euitropeani facories, an
'C rC lne - 2'. which~ ther Di mocrat:

*- reent t The Te'fr' niant tit at that tinr
c. :. uh :h wa- ineCtrective, vrt ti-

c" de rv haveS '- hlteve -that thre 'nde:
n h thai j pier cent, wit

nut- -r u': 'n - '. t t rorltrcts otn the tre
- . c'in'.-.--Portlandr Telegramr.

Ch p a t' , jt. Pre-en.tt \\il-ott
r a of pe n lle in th-i' day was filly jus

4el. ".\'rv man. he r''l'who revives the is
etiondi in- thi'.s c rntre is rtnwho'rh of thr
erjdnc nat o " Lont aoo the hr

tl. -A of rouintrv r. tired the truth of th:.
c a'c" now 2 t thou '.1t. worthyx of the nati

err.rrr i Partiia a' thris time. whlent th-
I '.te, n a orit rn of isolation fror

- '-'t na'tiotns, any dl.ispl'v, or e'vett fee
r arI animo'.ity- ')hourld discredit tht
"ai wa r t in thre evesa of all real Amel

c - ~ 1'u.nr T:.e-Dn:-atl.

"They Shall Not Pass."
"They shall not pass."
These were the words flung back over his

Ihoulder to the people of France by the French
'oldier is lie took his place in the trenches of
\-erdun List winter and turned his face to the on-

rushing liorles of Germans, driven by the crown

Irince.
"They shall not pass."
The'iee were tihe words shouted by the valiant

French legions down through the end of winter,
through the haltby months of spring, through the
heat of stuimmer as the Teutons hammered with all
the fury of German military efficiency at Verdun.

"They shall not poss."
Thse were the words of triumph a few(days

go that the French regiments shouted defiantly
as they sprang front their trenches and rushed
forward, regaining in a few hours all the ground
that the crown prince had paid Soo,ooo German
soldiers and months of the hardest fighting of the
war to win.

"They shall 'not pass" will ring down through
hitory as the spirit of the French arm'y in the
greatest war of history The words first were

uttered less than a year ago and already they
have been immortalized in prose and poetry. The
words marked the beginning of the battle at Vef
dun, but though unspoken they lived in the spirit
that won the battle of the Marne, that turned the
tide of the war toward victory for France.

Today, French soldiers stand before Verdun as

victors, not to resist the attacks of the Germans,
but to attack the Germans, to follow up the notable
triumph of a few days ago. Their victory is one

f the greatest victories of the war though it is
,-t as great a military as it is a moral victory.

When the war began Verdun was one of the
strongest links in that chain of forts which the
French had built al a bulwark against the invader.
\'erdun meant the last word in the then modern
land defense, and throughout Germany it was be-
lieved the armly that could take Verdit coild en-

ter Paris. Among the German people, or a large
part of them, the taking of Verdun meant the
winning of the war.

Soon after the sear was begun and trench fight-
n was developed, the French, having (en Ger-
in siege guns hatter idown the ,trongest fort,

that tie Belgians could build, dismantled the fort
of \~eruin anl prepared for its defense according
to the new teachings of war-with trenches. But
in the Tinmd of the German people, Verdun still
r'pres-:Ite1 thI strongest caird in the hanl of
1ra: ee aol tl' w 1inning of Ver Iu leatit, in the
opilar imind, the spiking of th ninst dangerous

French gun.

Perhaps these facts swayed the judgment of the
Kaiser and hi general staff when the crown prince
Nwas given a ricked army of the best fighting men

C'r-a'v t, hurl again-t Verlun. The stakes
were 0hal th, cri prince played as though
wth a ihand Ciru blood snaked
Frencl groil' Intil the perole of Ilermiany grew
si k of the s x hlter aid stil1 ti battalions leaped
orwiAl 4 astcead ei

One da' not long am, tatisticians "aid Ger-
al c;-iaee before Verdiun had reached the

0oo,oo rark. The French ca-uialtie, were placed
at half that number. Yet Verdun was not won

and the two armics seemed locked in an embrace
that might last until the end of the war. Then,
'witliout the French learning of thuir decision per-
:laps, the German general staff decided to fight
no more for Verdiin. The Germn'is had learned
that Verdun could not he taken aid th' Germnan
ilan called only for the holding of what had been
Ioat such a terrible price.
The German reserves at Verdin were needed
hit the Roulaniars anl to steum the drive of

the Somme. So, grallially, the reserve's sloxvlv
were withdrawn from Verdun. Then, when the
German lines had been stripped of their reserves,

the French wcent forward and the lnd of the battle
of Verdun was written. Never again will the
crown prince he able to strike with his old force

t that fort. The battle of Verdin has en wyon
and the crown prince and his legions \anuilshe d.

"They shall not pass."

The Independent Voter.
The independent in politics today occupies a

-ore promient niche ierhap, than ever before
because there are manyi evidenlces that the inde-

d it vote 'will settle the iilniial election.
STl-ose who feel that party fealty and aIleigiance

t I tI political camp of their fath rs is religious
innuber and less in influ-nce todakiV than

nat-rLa f-ollette of Wiconsin, looks for
t -e from all partiei

-t tes Attornsy ifole, of Chicago, bases his
:lr,-, !ction on a record of achieveniet

ti 1 C ire uist appeal to men (of all parties.
t 1enat r Ilunry Cabot lodge, of Massachusetts
akes no active campaign because lie feels that hi

, I w ill appeal to all voters.
(,rr Whitlan, of New\ York, drops a straighi

t -i-an plea for an appeal to the independeni
v oter.

Presilent Wilson and Mr. Hughes realize tha
succes or failure depends largely upon the ineasutr
0f success in thteir appeal to thle inudependen

'ivoter.
eThe voting men of the country today are no

C boundl by parties. They have seen candidates re

1-pudiate parties andl platforms atnd they reserve th<
Sright to leave a party and a platformi that does no

t miieet wsith the ir convictionis, whlatever its label
e These arc sonic of the reasons why the independeni
Sin politie< wsill have his day on November 7. Ani

L, lie will hay' his day after that date. The questiol
11 w5hat tlat formi anid what party can biring thi
indiepenldents together. It is the big question thla

e the Republican, Demlocratic and Socialist leader

e ay well conside r.

The Dentocracy is being sued for unpaid retn
e &~ ti-I coumpan y ownoing thue St. Louis Coliseum, 1
t which the miational ticket was nominated. Canii

e hi- possihl that the Detmocrats believ'e the ticke
in-'t weorth the pricet

e H as h e "kept us out of wsar?" 'The questio1
rihes naturally out of the advice now being givel
tie people by the haiking specialists .f * e

sprtmnlt of Agriculture to bake atid eat p.otat
eIred. We are getting into tile same position a
Germany, whom nobody has kept out of war, Be

e iGermians wvould be eating their tisual quantity e
relibread if tiley- were tiot uinder the necessity c

t~fedinug a great army of tion-produicing fightini
timen, and under the hiatidicap of hiaving all of thei
p pirts blockaded. They are eating potato brea,

e only because they arc at war. If we, too, mus
ii cat it, wih none of our ports blockaded, tht
-pleasant casuistry of asking if wse have really bee

e kept out of war readily suggests itself, For eat
- ing potato bread is one of the real horrorsa
war-St. Lotuis Globe-Democrat.

,i

The Curse of the "Soft Snap."
By ORISON W1wuiT MARDDN.

"What, make that little fellow a captain!" was

the disparaging comment of an English naval of-
ficer when it was proposed to place young Neld-
son, physically almost a dwarf, in command of a

ship.
The remark stung Nelson to the quick, and he

never quite forgot it. But it did more than hurt
the sensitive young sailor. It made him resolve
then and there to redeem himself from his handi-
cap and make himself felt in the world. "Little
fellow!" he would say to himself. "This little
fellow will yet be the biggest man in the King's
navy!"

If nature had favored Nelson with a tall, hand-
some form, he imight not have become one of the
greatest sea fighters in history.

The desperate struggle to do something worth
while in spite of handicaps or obstacles is the
very thing that often drives people to develop the
latent power which makes thei conspicuously
successful. Without this struggle, many famous
men and women would never have discovered
their real selves.

I always feel sorry for a young man who is
looking for an "easy job," or who falls into a

"soft snap," because I know the chances are that
lie will never reach his highest possibility, that
the biggest thing in him will never come out,
certainly not while he remains in his soft snap.

Beware of the soft snap. It does not make
reali men. There is nothing that will dampen
one's ardor and make one's ambition sag so

quickly as to fall into a soft snap, a position
which pays fairly well at the start and requires
comiparatively little effort.
Leaders of men are not developed in such po-

sitions because they do not get the discipline, the
training which begets success, stamina, the sort of
fiber that stands great strain.

There are many government positions which
pay pretty good salaries and require very little
work. They are practically sinecures-watching
others work, supervision, something that puts no
strain on mnind or body. The men who have
these soit snaps are never selected for important
places. Policeimen who are as-igned to duty in
hotels and tublic places are not the ones who
re adanced. Firemen who sit1ly stand around

in thLaters to ce that the aisles are kept clear
rni that the fire laws are not violated never be-

coie fire cliefs.
If Lincoln had sicce-ded in getting a position

iich lie tried iad to get, in the civil service
dep'artintii at Wa'hiirgton, hi'torv would proba-
bY iecer has e mnirtioned hi. namie. To a youth
ho hall been accustomed to the humblest sort

(,f hard workl--siitting rail., chopping wood,
tending a little country store, etc.-a dignified
position in the great I nited States government
would have looked pretty hig, and he might have
kept the soft snap until lie iar! dwarfed the giant.

If Charles Schwahi had got a soft snap in a

governiernt departr(nt at Washington when he
was driminug a stage coach in Lorette, the proba-
hilities are that Ie would never have become the
greatest living 'teel mianufacturer, perhaps the
great' t the wvorld hails seen.

I know yorIu ren of brilliant possibilities
whIiose futures are lbeing strangledI by soft snaps in
\\ asininton. Eight hundred, two thousand,
twerty-fise hiu:ndred dollar tositions look very al-
li rng to poor contry vYouths who are fighting
their way against poverty and hard conditions.
Put any Vng rmlan wIror has got stuff in him to
do northr-whil, tlirgs is unfortinate if he drops
into a soft snap which may paralyze his develop-
irurit, tunt his growth, and wreck his greater
p- -ibilities.

it rs tie h rd wsorkers, it is those wiro are
srninrg the strain.whr are fighting at the front
in t tiring line, wuho idvance. It is in the thick
of tihe fight thart tire stuff leaders are made of is
dese lope

4 IneC of tlhe bnt known labor paper' in the'Styt of Ill:nois is theIIDcatiur Labor World,elihted blJoh If Issn, a wi! known labor advo-
cate. and one of tIl best polst, d men onr1 labor ques-tions in the State of Illinois. In Iris issue of Oc-toher 6, and urinder the edit-urial caption of "A
Bouquet or a I.Lmoni, Which is It" he says:

"rariied7 lab r inurst not lose its head in the
caripaign w hich is niows on. The rushing through(orrg'ess ot the :\dison eight-hour law is beingied as cairtign capital to influence organizedlai- r oter Ia ir rexchange, frorir all parts of
the United Statu receuivcd at this office and mien-hers in :ll union craifts seci to have lecorie dizzyicausie 'f thi' 1ii siNwich locks to persons whc
have ainalyzed it thoroughIy as a vote-getting ruse
to help the party im powser.

"To bgin wvith, the Adamrsonr hill does not geinto effect until after January 1, T917, and until
then organizeui labor will not know wiethe'r it has
b,(lerlhanded a boruiut or a leion. This is suffici.
nt ground for niembers of organized labor not

to go wild over the eight-lroirr railroad bill, passed
you might say, at the point of a revolver, duringthe closing hours of Congress. What neibers oi
organized labor must settle in their own mind is
whether President Wilson is sincere in his efforts
for organized labor or is ie playing politics with
0mganized labor.

"Mr. Wilson has had a tremrendois change o
heart on the question of organized labor duringthe past few years, or, with the aid of Samue
Gompers he is using labor to promote his re-elec
tion. It was only as far hack as 1oo0 that hi
declared himrself a 'fierce partisan of the opet
shop.' Here is an extract from a letter written oi
January 12, i909, in reply to an invitation to speal
at a banquet of anti-strike advocates:

"I am a fierce partisan of the open shop
and of everything that makes for individual
liberty."
Trhis extract proves how Mr. Wilson stood or

. tire proposition of organized labor whben hre was
:trivate citizen. Now that he is seeking tire suip
port of labor to bring about his re-election, it
the drrty of organized labor to thoroughly look in
to the matter and learn if his change of heart i1
this trat ter is four tire good' of organized labor o
for the purpose of winning the votes of organizer
labor-Peoria Star.

France renounced, as did ot-her European stater
he r own tpolicy towardi Mexico to follow that o
t\Wahington, aind ariptcrd 't esidlent Wilson's for
tmula of Mexico for tire Mexicans. Sittultaneouslwith all our allies, we recognized bry the desire et the United States tire gove'rnment of Carranza,i
the conviction that the deference wich we thu
shrowedi towyard tire great North Atmerican republi
woulid have no unhappy effect in safeguarding ott
rights. These hopes have not been realized.-L
Tenmps, Paris.

- That the Russians hav'e made extensive plari
for estabilishring easily adjustabule rail commnunict
lion between vartorts divisions of their fightin
arimies and betwveen the armies and the supplf bases, is shmown by the fact that the Russian gosi ernmentI has ordered 3go liauid-fuel locomotives
a snecial type fromr a Philadelphia locomotir
works. These tractors weigh 7 1-2 tons each an

I rin on tracks approximately 21) 1-2 inches wid,

These narrow-gauge tracks can be moved abosSeasily. According to Russian officials the engine
1 ntay be used in the trenches as well as at the rea
- Each has a pulling capacity of from twenty-fix
fto fifty tons. denending on the condition of tli
track-Ponnlar Mechanies Magazine.

ARMY AND NAVY NEWS
flest Servtc Ceiussa In City.

Word has reached Washington of the
death on Wednesday at Brookline, Mass.,
of Brig. Gen. John McEwen Hyde, U. S.
A., retired, who in 1h61 went to the front
with the Seventy-first Regiment of New
York City. After the civil war he was
commissioned first lieutenant and adju-
tant. He rose rapidly through successive
grade, fighting in the Bannock Indian
campaign in 1979, and also serving in the
Spanish-American war, lie was appoint-
ed brigadier general June 'i, llt4. and was
retired the following day.

The War Department has announced
that First 1ieut. Witiam (7. Mcihortil, of
Troop K. First Cavalry, has won the of-
ficers' night test ride staged by the army.
The course, according to an automobile
speedometer. measured 68 miles. The fin-
ish was at Douglas. Arts.
Second place was won by Lieut. Louis

M. Ballantyne, of Troop C. New Jersey
Cavalry. He was delayed considerably as
a result of becoming lost on the road.
First Lieut. Harry A. Harvey, of Troop
C, First Cavalry, was unable to finish, his
horse having been badly cut hy running
into a barbed wire fence. None of the
riders had been over the course before
It Is said the roads are difficult to fol-
low even in daytime.

In accordance with Congressional pro-
visions, enlisted men of the army are to
be given an op;poitunity to attain com-
missions through studying at the Military
Academy at West Point. The law allows
three candidates for each vacancy in the
student body. It is estimated that by
June 14 there will he 41 vacancies. so it
is likely that at least 123 enlisted men wil
be permitted next Mar-h to take the ex-
amination for admission to the institu-
tion In the following June.

War Department officials are pizzled
over the questhon whether the department
Is tinder obligation to plurchase from the
First Illinois Field Artillery certain horses
belonging to the organization which were
appropriated by the F'dral authritt-
at the time the militia unit was must-red
int othe service of th Fed-eral g,-rn-
ment.
The horses were inspetied, appraisid.

branded and used by the Federal ath.r-
ItIes. But before payment for the horses
could be made the Secretary of War
issued an order forbidding the f rther
uirchase of horses ant mu<1.5 for the F. d-

eral service. In vjew of the large .pply
on the border. In %iew .f ie fi. t tat
the approprlaitin. of lite hots. 1. the
Federal authoritie was indientive i. a

sale and that Ih,- 1 rocedir toik Ipla(e
prior to the Issuance of Secretnry Faker's
order, it is likely that the nuilt a <gan.
Ization will he reimlursed f r the ant-
ia is

NAVAL ORDERS.
t -N, O m eIC Its

\lmhi:tovth 'mothsar. e.5i
1.irntT: r-li.5t er gi * I Kti'1.a

ock t" -men da. e

Per-.r ia armn aitNlrn i-i 1Gro
ict'j- M wet v .-mam d at A'a-7--:

Political Notes
New York. i--t 2'- -Iu i pa-mr-er

I t. f-!rn t hsin., mn 'of New-
ark, sent a check for $1.wn( to tihe lien-
cratio National Committee today, witthe f -llowing comcment:

"It mihth!e of interes! to vou to kr-w
that at the last P-. slelnWial , tion

ot.-l for Mr. Roosevel'. Itut as Wilson
admi'istration, in tlh- fate of pr'h-.ni-
o ditlens. has (Ir.mphthed, in my .ilw
ment. all that an reasonable citizer
-'tuld est ct, I shall take great pltasirt
in Pasting my ballot for h!m."
C.IFimg. of 42 Broadway. New York

sentds a (chck for II. entloring a copy
-ta letter r, ying to a r-. tet for a -ro
itibuon ito New York itelpubiua: Coun'3

C mmitte'

New 'ork. (Ot. 26.-Jackson Jeron
of st ois. hairman of the board ..

dire-trS of the International Shor CT

pany and ine of the hizge St minuf' U!:r
hers in th world, announo d toiay tha
he will vot.- for Presidert Wilson.
Georgetown. Ky., Oct. 2c,--J R. Dow .

ing, 1-. lent of the Ge'r'own Na
tional hank. refites t R P lii m

chargu that Priclent Wilson h- ib-i
itilini al to the hnt kling interests fI
couitr :. the folionsc statemnnt:
'If the President had r< thing .:s 1,

present to the country than the F-dera
REPrv System. Ihe woud iave ea/n
from all who have suffered front h!avi
the stock market absorb the bonna
funds if the country, to the dctriment
the business and agricultural Irteres'p, a
everlasting gratitude. We have don
business in my bank for nearly two ye-i
under this law, and I would not be will
Ing to surrender one section of It."

Jottings from Judge
Mrs. Knicker-Did you join the Jul'
Mrs. Newrich--Yes. I'm on the commit

tee on ways and meaniess.

Miranda-Do you believe opposites at
tract each other, professor?
Professor-I certainly do! The talle.

woman I know makes the best shortcak
I ever ate.

"He was pleased to say how well I hel
My, age," announced Mrs. Fortey.
.Why shouldn't you?" snapped a neigi

hor. "Think of the years of practic
you've had."

Blinks--Did you go away for the surt
mer, old man?
Jilnks--I didn't have to. I found it rigi

here.

Diobbler (speaking excitediy and holdlirl
Illustrative hands about foutrte. n inch'
aparti-Looky, Ciohhif What'd you say
I told you I landed one like that

Co('bb (judicially talmihi! That d<
penids. Trout-no. Putt--maybe.
Visitor-What kind of soprano. is shi
Itmpriesario-Wll.i I t h ink site wiould

welit in a moving lite.i

Martini-I have neveirssen such ant,
traordinary varicty of weddIng presien
as Ithey have.
D~ubonnet---Yes, The bide says thte

htave enough material for bridgt priz.-s
last them the rest of their miarried life'.

Debating Society Elects.
Pilans for intercoilegiate debates hi

tween Georgetown University and the h
colleges of tihe East are progressiT
rapiy. At a meeting of the Senior It
hating Society at the law School buil
tig Wednesday evening these office

-were elected: President. William
-French: .iecretary, George Heiford; tree
urer. Hi. B. Glarvey;l sergeant-at-arrr
Richard Gotthod._
(They were at a distant resort.

"I don't like it here," declared m,
"We don't know anybody."
"Suits me." assured pa. "We dor

nwe anybody, either."-P'ittsbur'gh Post
s "ILife is one grand sweet sang with

.Isn't it. dear?"

e "'Yes, wifey."

e I"One grand sweet song. And ti
morning I want a. few $10 notes."-Judi

A GREAT FIGURE.
By JOHN D. BARRY.

The young American w ho used to be

a secretary to one of the great figures
in the world, a European statesman dead
now a few years. was evidently proud
of the asociation. lie talked about it
at the dinner table of some American
friendi. in Berlin and he talked to meF
about it afterward. 'The funny thing
about him was that he wasn't happy.
success. fame, money, a fine family.

plenty of admirers and friends. And yet.
while I was with him at the end of,
his caret-r. when he had apparently won

out all along the line. I doubt if he had
one moment's hapiness."

"What do you think the explanation
was?" I asked.
"Ah, I've thought of that many times.

In the first place, he had ruined his
health by overwork. As a young man, he

told me, he had been very ambitiou.
lie denied himself the sleep he needed
,o that he should have more time to

study in. As he grew older he lost the
ravltt to sleep more than two or three
hours at night. Often he'd call for one
,of ih. -, trb- :. f- i i.'cIock inthe
morning to read to hin or to take dil'a-

i w h it -st three P"

retarl' and somentme he'd haee a.
mar:y a ir v. b- uisl very lenient

with u, ;n1. < . Ihout w eork in
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